CHAPTER XIII

(A.D. 1772-1807)

WHEN Wakhatsinhji Gohel succeeded his father as ruler
of Bhavnagar in A.D. 1772, he found himself to be the
owner of a very desirable property. The first years of
his rule were spent in improving the administration, and
it was not until he had been on the gadi for eight years
that he began to enlarge his dominions. In A.D. 1771
Akherajji had refused to accept Talaja when that place
was offered to him by the English, as he did not wish to
extend his boundaries. But in A.D. 1780 Wakhatsinhji
again got the opportunity of adding it to Bhavnagar, for
the Nawab of Cambay, being unable to keep order and
finding the administration of the stronghold somewhat
of a burden, offered to sell it. Wakhatsinhji had not the
objections which his predecessor had had to including it
within his borders, and accepted the Nawab of Cambay's
offer after having ascertained from the British Govern-
ment that they had no objections to make to the trans-
action. The Governor of Talaja, Nur-ud-din, refused,
however, to deliver up the place, and Wakhatsinhji was
obliged to take an army against him and drive him out,
which he did after some fighting.

Scarcely was this affair over, when the Gohel chief of
Lathi besought Wakhatsinhji to come to his assistance in
driving out the Kathis who had laid waste his territories.
Wakhatsinhji led his army against the marauders, defeated
them, and compelled them to acknowledge his supremacy.
Trouble now centred round Talaja. Hamir Khasia, the
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